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This article has been retracted: An image forensics analysis identified several instances of image duplication within the 
main figures, including the reuse of the authors’ own figures and overlaps with unrelated papers from different institutions. 
The key findings are as follows:

•	 Figure 3A: The western blot for CtBP2 is a duplicate of the MMP7 blot in Figure 5A of an earlier article of the same 
group [1].

•	 Figure 3D: The western blot for N-cadherin duplicates the Figure 4D Fibronectin blot and was reused in Figure 3B of 2015 
article of the same group [2].

•	 Figure 4B: The western blot for CtBP2 was duplicated as SNAI1 in Figure 4B of article [3] and as BCL3 in Figure 5B of 
article [4].

•	 Figure 6B: The blot Src siRNAs/Fibronectin was duplicated as the GLI1 blot in Figure 1C of article [2]. Additionally, the 
Fibronectin blot in Figure 6B (SNAI siRNA) appears as the PTCH1 blot in Figure 1C of article [2].

•	 Figure 7A: The image of three mice in the Hah7/Vector group appeared in Figure 9A of the Hep3B-Ftx siRNA group 
in article [5], which was recently retracted.

•	 Figure 8: IHC images for Hah7/Vector/N-cadherin and Huh7/CtBP2/CtBP2 were found as BAX-stained IHC images 
in Figure 7C of article [2].

As a result of these findings, the Editorial decision was made to retract this paper. Oncotarget has reached out to all authors 
multiple times to confirm this retraction but has received no response.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2015; 6:3752–3769. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.2915
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