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This article has been retracted: This decision follows an investigation by Oncotarget journal regarding a correction request 
from the corresponding author, Dr. Gong Yang. However, our image forensics analysis revealed multiple instances of internal 
duplications and overlaps.
Specifically:

•	 Figure 1B: The western blot image for OVCA429/MMP13 is a duplicate of OVCA420 E-cadherin. Furthermore, the β-actin 
blots for both cell lines are duplicates of the β-actin blots in Figure 3A.

•	 Figure 2A: The OVCA429/control siRNA migration assay image overlaps with the invasion control. The OVCA420 
invasion assay contains two overlapping images for Aur A cDNA and BRCA2 shRNA transfected cells. Additionally, the 
OVCA420/Aur A cDNA and OVCA420/BRCA2 shRNA invasion images overlap with the OVCA429/siRNA Control 
migration image in Figure 3E.

•	 Figure 3D: The FBN1-/E-cadherin band of the OVCA429/BRCA2 cDNA western blot is a duplicate of the FBN+/β-actin 
band.

•	 Figure 3E: In the transwell assay, duplicate images were found between OVCA429/FBN1 siRNA (migration) and 
OVCA420/Aur A cDNA/siRNA Control (invasion). Overlaps also occurred between migration assay images for OVCA420/
Aur A cDNA/FBN1 siRNA and OVCA420/BRCA2 shRNA/FBN1 siRNA treated cells.

•	 Figure 4B: The western blots for β-actin were duplicated between OVCA429 and OVCA420/Aur A cDNA.

The corrected versions of Figures 2, 3, and 4 initially provided by the authors were not supported by the original data. 
Furthermore, the authors did not respond to multiple requests from the Scientific Integrity office for explanations and raw 
data. Given the volume of inconsistencies and the absence of supporting materials, the Editorial decision has been made to 
retract the article. The authors have been notified of this final decision but have not responded.
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