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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has completed the investigation of this paper following the retraction request of 
the corresponding author Chengxi Wei. During our review, we became aware that three authors—Chengxi Wei, Guohua Gong, 
and Fengmao An—were investigated by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NNSFC). NNSFC concluded 
that Chengxi Wei “had problems with buying and selling experimental data, fabricating research processes, and improper 
authorship,” a translation of the report states. Wei had two projects revoked and was permanently banned from NSFC projects. 
Guohua Gong and Fengmao An were “responsible for the problems of buying and selling experimental data and fabricating the 
objective results of the research process in the relevant papers, as well as the abuse of project funds.” Additionally, we received 
a letter from Yu Wang, an author listed on the paper, who stated that he/she was not involved in the publication. The Office of 
Scientific Integrity attempted to contact all listed authors multiple times to gather detailed information and obtain agreement 
for the retraction. These efforts were unsuccessful, as we received no replies or the emails were returned as undeliverable. 
Based on the findings of these investigations, the Editorial decision has been made to retract the article.
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