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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget conducted an investigation into this paper after concerns were raised regarding 
Figure 5A, which contains three images of the same tumor, but described as a single photograph. The authors acknowledged 
this error as unintentional but agreed that it “affects profoundly the quality of the paper.” Additionally, we found several 
duplicated images of Western blots in Figures 7 and 8:

Figure 7A: The Akt image in DMSO-treated DX3 cells duplicates the tubulin image from UCM1037-treated cells.
Figure 7A: The Bax image from DMSO-treated DX3 cells duplicates the Bax image from DMSO-treated MCF-7 cells in 
Figure 8A.
Figure 7B: Two tubulin images (WM-115 cells) overlap with tubulin images in Figure 8A (MCF-7 cells).

In light of these irregularities, the Editorial decision was made to retract this article. Authors G. Spadoni, A. Bedini, S. Rivara, 
M. Mor, V. Lucini, and S. Dugnani have agreed to the retraction, stating that “improper modification of experimental images 
is a problem for data reliability and can affect the credibility of the paper. For this reason the undersigned authors ask for a 
formal retraction of the article, to preserve the scientific reputation of themselves and of their institutions.”
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