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This article has been retracted: An Oncotarget Image Forensics investigation has discovered instances of internal and
external image overlaps and duplications. The GAPDH bands in Figure 1B also appeared as b-actin blot in Figure 6B. This
b-actin blot was found in the papers published concurrently in Figure 3A of [1], Figure 4B of [2] and in Figure 2C of [3], This
blot also appeared as GAPDH blot in papers [4—6]. All these papers have been retracted since. The TGF-b1 blot in Figure 1B
was found as Ngfap1 blot in later published paper [7]. Figure 9A, representing transwell assay data, contains internal overlaps
as well as overlaps with images in later published papers [§—10]. Additionally, we found duplicated tumor images in Figure
11B, some of which also appeared in already retracted papers [11, 12]. The authors were notified of the problems and the
corresponding author Dr. Bin Qiao has claimed the images are original and that they are the victim of image leaking, but they
have not provided suitable documentation to demonstrate originality or an adequate explanation of how the alleged leaking
occurred. Given the number and timing of these duplications, the Editors have determined that the integrity of the published
work is compromised. Therefore, the decision has been made to retract this paper.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2017; 8:70761-70776. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.19986
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