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Retraction: miR-551b regulates epithelial-mesenchymal transition 
and metastasis of gastric cancer by inhibiting ERBB4 expression
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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has completed the investigation of this paper. Our Image Forensics analysis 
revealed that the immunofluorescence images of MNK45 cells in Figure 6A–6D overlapped with Figure 4A–4D images 
of AGS cells from an unrelated paper [1], previously submitted to a different journal. The authors requested a correction 
and provided the original, correct images. However, the Oncotarget Scientific Integrity Office was informed of a recent 
(June 2025) investigation by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NNSFC) of several papers published in 
different journals. The NNSFC concluded that this article, “published by Xu Ji, Song Guangyuan and others from two 
universities in Zhejiang Province contained problems of image forgery and tampering.” Considering these findings, the 
editorial decision has been made to retract this paper. All authors were informed of this retraction, but we did not receive 
a response from them.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2017; 8:45725–45735. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.17392
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