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This article has been retracted: This decision follows an investigation by Oncotarget journal regarding the concerns 
raised by the third party. Our image forensics analysis revealed several issues:

• In Figure 3B, the fluorescence image of cells treated with DEX-IND/NR for 10 hours is a duplicate of an image in 
Figure 4A from a 2017 paper with common authors [1], where it is described differently.

• In Figure 6C, the MCF-7/PTX xenograft tumor sections stained with TUNEL have an overlapping image in the Saline 
group with the TUNEL/Saline image in Figure 7C of the same 2017 paper [1].

• The panel representing H@E staining of the liver in the DEX-SS-IND treatment group in Figure 7C was later reused as 
the Saline liver treatment in Figure 6E of a 2022 paper with common authors [2], which has since been retracted.

Furthermore, recently, after investigation, review and approval, the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NNSFC) 
concluded that this Oncotarget article contained image forgery and tampering, as well as the unauthorized use of other 
people’s names. Corresponding author Yu Zhihong has been identified as responsible for these issues.

Considering both the NNSFC findings and the results of our journal investigation, the editorial decision has been made to 
retract the article. All authors were informed of the retraction, but either did not respond directly or could not be reached.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2017; 8:111281–111294. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.22781
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