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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has completed its investigation of this article. Oncotarget’s Image Forensics 
analysis identified multiple instances of image manipulations. These include duplications and overlaps of transwell assay 
images between Figures 2B and 5C, 5D. Further duplications and overlaps were identified between Figures 1A (IHC of 
human tumors) and 6C (mouse tumors), along with internal overlaps within Figures 1A and 2B. Additionally, multiple 
manipulations, appearing as repeated sections within the same image, were found in Figures 2C, 5A, and 6C. Given these 
findings, the editorial decision has been made to retract the paper. The first author, Dr. Zhang, acknowledged the errors, 
however, despite our attempts to confirm the retraction with the authors, no response was received.
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