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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has completed its investigation of this paper. Several concerns were raised, 
including internal duplication and overlaps with unrelated papers from different institutions. Specifically, we found that 
Figure 3G contains overlapping invasion images of U87 and U251 cells transfected with control RNA. Additionally, the 
Figure 3G invasion image of U87 cells transfected with control RNA overlaps with the invasion image in Figure 3B from 
an unrelated 2014 paper [1] and duplicates an image found in paper [2], which was submitted and published concurrently. 
Furthermore, the western blot GAPDH and ROCK1 images in Figure 4F duplicate the GAPDH and RAB22A images 
published in 2015 in an unrelated and already retracted paper [3]. Finally, Figure 5A contains a GAPDH western blot also 
found in Figure 4A of an earlier published paper, which has been retracted [4], and in two slightly later published papers, 
which have also been retracted [5, 6]. We contacted Qingsong Li, the corresponding author, regarding these concerns. 
Unfortunately, the authors were unable to provide the transwell assay data or western blot images to support the data in the 
paper. In light of these facts, the Editorial decision was made to retract this paper. The authors did not respond to requests 
for signed documentation to confirm the retraction.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2016; 7:36529–36538. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.9068
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