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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has completed its investigation into the image duplications within this paper. 
It was found that in Figure 3A, the BrdU immunohistochemistry staining images of brain tissues from the ‘sham’ and 
‘NRSF’ groups contain overlaps with panels B and C in Figure 5 of a previously published unrelated paper [1], which has 
since been retracted. The “normal” group image also overlaps with the image in Figure 4A of a concurrently published 
unrelated paper [2]. Additionally, the Western blot b-actin image in Figure 7A overlaps with the b-actin image in Figure 
3B of the same paper [2]. Moreover, immunostaining and Western blot images were also reproduced in numerous later 
publications.

Despite multiple attempts to contact the authors regarding these concerns, we have not received a response. Therefore, the 
Editorial decision was made to retract this paper.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2017; 8:101012–101025. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.18195

REFERENCES

1. Zhang B, Wang D, Ji TF, Shi L, Yu JL. Overexpression of lncRNA ANRIL up-regulates VEGF expression and promotes angiogenesis 
of diabetes mellitus combined with cerebral infarction by activating NF-κB signaling pathway in a rat model. Oncotarget. 2017; 
8:17347–59. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.14468. [PubMed]. Retraction in: Oncotarget. 2025; 16:9. https://doi.org/10.18632/
oncotarget.28572. [PubMed]

2. Deng QJ, Xu XF, Ren J. Effects of SDF-1/CXCR4 on the Repair of Traumatic Brain Injury in Rats by Mediating Bone Marrow Derived 
Mesenchymal Stem Cells. Cell Mol Neurobiol. 2018; 38:467–77. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10571-017-0490-4. [PubMed]

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.18195
https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.14468
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28060742/
https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.28572
https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.28572
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39832299/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10571-017-0490-4
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28484859/

