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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has completed its investigation of this article. Several instances of internal 
and external image overlaps and duplications were discovered. Specifically, Figure 2, illustrating the efficiency of different 
viruses transduction into myocardial tissues, contains overlaps in panels A, B and C. Figure 7A, showing data of flow 
cytometry, has two duplicated images which should represent different experimental conditions. Figure 7A also has images 
found in Figure 4 of an unrelated earlier published paper, which has been retracted [1], and Figure 3A of [2]. Western 
blot images of b-actin in Figures 6C, 8A and 9A were found in an earlier published paper [3] and in papers published 
concurrently [4]. In addition, the already retracted paper [5] shared the western blot images with Figure 7C and 9A. 
While the corresponding author Chun-Li Song provided a corrected Figure 7, the other concerns remained unaddressed. 
Additionally, the author indicated unresolved authorship disputes and requested the manuscript’s withdrawal. This retraction 
request was also acknowledged by The Second Hospital of Jilin University. Given these findings and the authorship 
dispute, the editorial decision has been made to retract the paper. All authors have agreed with this decision.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2016; 7:39740–39757. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.9240
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