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In August 2018 an investigation of this article was requested by the Supervisory Committee of the National Natural Science 
Foundation of China, after allegations of fraud. The Oncotarget editorial staff also requested that Shandong University 
bring the paper to the attention of an ethical committee in August 2018, after the corresponding authors requested retraction 
on the grounds of statistical errors. The institution’s investigation determined that “all the experiments of this paper were 
entrusted by the first author Yu Xinshuang to a commercial company, and the original experimental data were unable to be 
provided. Corresponding authors and other authors were unaware of the relevant experiments nor the submission process of 
the paper.”

Based on these results, all authors have agreed to the retraction of this article from Oncotarget.
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